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LOS ANGELES PIONEERS OF 1836. 

BY STEPHEN C. FOSTER. 

(Sept. 20, 1883.) 

Editor of Los Angeles Herald : 

Believing it might interest some of your readers, I furnish 
for publication a list of the foreign colony in Los Angeles city 
and district, of date of May 23d, 1836. I find it in the Los An- 
geles archives in the Supervisors' room — Vol. I — and it is in the 
handwriting of the late Don Manuel Requena, first Alcalde of the 
city, for that year, and is to be found in a blotter of his official 
correspondence, which is full and complete from January to 
December, 1836. There should be added Abel Stearns, but his 
name is not there, as he was a naturalized Mexican citizen, and 
held the office of Syndico that year. Thomas Fisher, known as 
"Negro Fisher," one of six who were captured from Bouchard's 
crew of the ship's pirates or privateers, who burnt the town of 
Monterey and the Mission of San Juan Capistrano, A. D., 1818, 
and had been a servant of the Lugos from that date, and probably 
was considered to have become a Californian. He was a native 
of New Jersey, then about fifty years old. Also Michael White, 
recently deceased, a native of England, probably absent at that 
date. Of those 49 persons there is but one living — Col. J. J. 
Warner — who will complete a residence of 54 years in California 
if he lives until December 5, 1885. In that list are the names of 
N. M. Pryor, Richard Laughlin and Jesse Ferguson, who with 
the two Patys, father and son, were the first white men who came 
to California by land. They started from New Mexico with a 
company commanded by Captain Yontz, on a trapping expedition 
down the Gila river, in the winter of 1827-28, and parted from 
Yontz's company on the Gila, built two canoes and trapped down 
the Gila and Colorado rivers until they reached the Pacific ocean, 
up the Ensenada, and from there they came to San Diego on 
foot. The elder Paty died in San Diego soon after his arrival, 
and the son returned to Kentucky, of which State they were all 
natives. Pryor and Laughlin died in this city and their sons still 
live on their fathers' places. Ferguson died in Lower California, 
leaving no children. Juan Domingo, the solitary German whose 
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name appears in the list, died in 1858, leaving sons and a daugh- 
ter in this city. His German name was such a jaw-breaker to 
the natives that they turned it into Juan Domingo, in English, 
John Sunday. 



Name. 

Luis Vignes 

Morris Carver 

John J. Warner. . . . 

John Temple 

Carlos Baric 

Jean D. Mayen.... 
Nathaniel Pryor . . 
James McPherson . 

Charles Hall 

Manuel D. Olivera 

Luis Bauchett 

Juan Domingo 

Isaac Williams 

John Marsh 

Richard Laughlin . . 
Samuel Prentice . . . 
Alexander Sales . . 
William Wolfskill . 
Daniel Ferguson . . 

Victor Prudon 

Daniel Rice 

John Davis 

Jesus Ferguson . . . 

Juan L. Braun 

Pierre Romero 

Albert Fernando . . . 

Jose Feviru 

James Dobe 

Luis A. Tolmayes . . 
Pedro Cornelero . . . 

Frank Hiyarez 

William Gwinn . . . 

James Johnson 

William Chard .... 

Jonas Bailey 

Lemuel Carpenter . 
Alexander Dunn . 

Thomas Luse 

William Bailey 

John Ray 

Joseph Gibson 

Thomas Tole 

Bernabel Costo . . . 
Jordan Pacheco . . 
Juan B. Laudry. . . 
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